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I NTRODUCT I ON

The present work, publ_lshed here for
the flrst t1me. 1s consldered the oldest and
the mcst rellab1e of the extant Perslan dtc-
tlonarles after that of Asadt-e Tust. The
author, Mohammad lbn HendushEh-e Nakhja-
vdnl, who also complLerl 1119 Dastut'ol-Ktteb 171

1859 (760 a. H.) 1s the son of the author of
trj4s Tejareb' os-Salaf .

The words ln the dlctlonary are arran-
ged flrst accordlng to th.,lr Last letter, and
tlren accordlng to thelr first letter. Beslde
lexicaL informatlon, the work contalns a
weai-th of quotations from the oLder persian
poets.

The following manuscrlpts were used
by the eCltor:
1) A nanuscrlpt belonglng to the edltor (!).
Thls manuscrlpt, which ls the better and
the more eomplete cf those which were ac-
cessible to tne editor, ls part of a manuscrlpt
v.iume whiCh Cqntains 4lgg Montahhab-e Fcrs,

Anis'ol-Oshshnq, and. a few pages Of a glOSSary

for the Dlvan of KhdqEni. It was copied not
l-ater than 1611-L2 ftO2O a. H. ). It lacks
part of the text under the letter H and all
of the text under the letter V.

2) A manuscript belonging to the llbrary
of Dehkhcdd Lexlcon ('). This is a more



Foreword

It had long Leen felt that an organized effort
was needed to publish more reliable editions of Per-

sian texts, blsed on the most authentic manuscripts,

and prepared by accepted critical methods. With various
collecticns of Persian manuscripts ccming to light or
becoming more easily accessible, notably those in Tur-
key, Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, and Persia, the need

for such editions had become increasingly more widely

felt. The rapid flow of corrupt or less careful editions,

and the relatively restricted range of the excellent

Gibb Memorial Series had madc the task even more

urgent.

The present series, published by the Royal Ins-
titute for Book Publications, is a step in that direction.

The series aims at definitive editions of Persian

texts in literary as well as in scientific fields. No en-

deavour is being spared in making exhaustive use of
all relevant sources. Cenerally, the texts are based on
the oldest available manuscripts, exbept when for spe-

cial reasons particular manuscripts are preferred. The
variants are carefulty recorded.

Within the limits of the available data, introdu-
ctory essays attempt to throw as much light as possible

on the writer and his work. Explanatory notes, glossaries,

and appendices are provided, when necessary, to facilitate
the understanding and use of the text without recourse

to other sources.

General Edilor
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