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And then on the north by the Ocean as far as the mouth of the Caspiamn@dhen on theeast
by this same sea as far as the boundary between Albania and Armenia, where
empty the rivers Cyrus and Araxes, the Araxes flowing through Armenia and the

Cyrus through Iberia and Albania; and lastly, on the south by the tract of country which
extends fom the outlet of the Cyrus River to Colchis, which is about three thousand stadia from sea
to sea, across the territory of the Albanians and the lberians, and therefore is described as an
isthmus. ...

Their royal summer palace is situated in a plain argéa, and their winter palace in a fortress
called Vera, which was besieged by Antony on his expedition against the Parthians. This fortress is

distant from the Araxes, which forms the boundary between Armenia and

Atropatene, two thousand four hundred dta, according to Dellius, the friend of Antony, who
wrote an account of Antony's expedition against the Parthians, on which he accompanied Antony
and was himself a commander.
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The Albaniansare more inclined to the shepherd's life than the Iberians and closer akin to the
nomadic people, except that they are not ferocious; and for this reason they are only moderately

warlike. They live between the Iberians and the Caspian Sea, their country
bordering on the sea towards the east and on the country of the Iberians towards

the west.Of the remaining sides the northern is protected by the Caucasian Mountains (for these
mountains lie above the plains, though their parts next to the sea are geradiedly"eraunian),

whereas the southern side is formed by Armenia, which stretches alongside it; and much of Armenia
consists of plains, though much of it is mountainous, like Cambysené, where the Armenians border
on both the Iberians and the Albanians.
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Name of Historian: Strabo

Book: The Geography Of Strabo, Book XI

located below the river of
Araxes, pages 186 until 187 and 302 until 305.

located above the
river of Cyrus and Araxes and in the east of Armenia and Iberia,
pages 186 until 187 and 302 until 305 and 217.
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1 79, Corais, for 5; so the later editors.
2 ofien. Corais, for odea; so the later editors.
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GEOGRAPHY, 11. 1. 5-6

and Lake Maeotis as far as the Bosporus! and that
part of the coast of the Enxine Sca which terminates
at Colchis; and then on the north by the Ocean as
far as the mouth of the Caspian Sea;? and then on
the east by this same sea as far as the boundary
between Albania and Armenia, where empty the
rivers Cyrus and Araxes, the Araxes lowing through
Armenia and the Cyrus throngh Iberia and Albania;
and lastly, on the south by the tract of country which
extends from the outlet of the Cyrus River to Colchis,
which is about three thousand stadia from sea to sea,
across the territory of the Albanians and the Iberians,
and therefore is deseribed as an isthmus. But those
writers who have reduced the width of the isthmus
as much as Cleitarchus3 has, who says that it is
subject to inundation from either sea, shonld not be
considered even worthy of mention. Poseidonius
states that the isthmus is fifteen hundred stadia
across, as wide as the isthmus tfrom Pelusinm to the
Red Sea.4 ¢ And in my opinion,” he says, ‘the
isthinus from Lake Maeotis to the Ocean does not
differ much therefrom.”

6. But I do not know how anyone can trust him
concerning things that are uncertain if he has
nothing plausible to say about them, when he
reasons so illogically about things that are obvious;
and this too, although he was a friend of Pompey,
who made an expedition against the Iberians and the
Albanians, from sea to sea on either side, both the
Caspian and the Colchian® Seas. At any rate, it is

2 Strabo thought that the Caspian (Hyrcanian) Sea was an
intet of the Northern Sea (2. 5. 14).

8 See Dictivnary in Vol. II.

¢ Cf17. 1021, 5 The Kuxine,
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L' 19 Marwarf, Kramer, for r5s Maridrys; so Meineke,

2 kata before uvpious, = and Corais omit.

8 KamatTa, eonj. of C. Miller (Kewuiray, Kramer and
others), for Swavra ; so Tozer (see his note).
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GEOGRAPHY, 11. 13 1-2

XI1I

1. Mepia is divided into two parts. One part of
it is called Greater Media, of which the metropolis
is Ecbatana, a large city containing the royal residence
of the Mcdian empire (the Parthians continue to use
this as a royal residence even mow, and their kings
spend at least their summers there, for Media is a
cold country; but their winter residence is at
Seleuceia, on the Tigris near Babylon). The other
part is Atropatian Media, which got its name from
the commander! Atropates, who prevented also this
country, which was a part of Greater Mecdia, from
becoming subject to the Macedonians. Furthermore,
after he was proclaimed king, he organised this
country into a separate state by itself, and his
snceession of descendants is preserved to this day,
and his successors have contracted marriages with
the kings of the Armenians and Syrians and, in
later times, with the kings of the Parthians.

2. This country lies east of Armenia and Matiané,
west of Greater Media, and north of both; and it
lies adjacent to the region round the recess of the
Hyrcanian Sea and to Matian¢ on the south, It is
no small country, considering its power, as Apol-
lonides ® says, since it can furnish as many as ten
thousand horsemen and forty thousand foot-soldiers.
It has a harbour, Capauta,® in which salts etfloresce
and solidify, These salts cause itching and are

1 Tn the battle of Arbela, 331 e.c.
2 Vol III., p. 234, foot-note 2.
3 Now Lake Urmi (see 11. 14. 8 and note on *‘ Blue ”),
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TOU Apa!fov 'rro"ra,u.ov Tov optlovTos Ty Te Apue-
viav kat tnv "ATpomaTnyny oTadiovs OLayiAiovs
xat -re-rpaxoor:fovc, hs pyoLy 6 Aé?&?&toq,“ 0 TOU
'Arrwviov qba?\os', crvfyfypa\,lraq 'T?}I’ €7t Ilapﬁvaqu
avTov a'rpa'recav, v 1) TaApiY Kal au*roq 7)fyeyomav
Exwy. €aTe O€ TS prac TavT7;<; TQ ,uev a?\?\a
GUBaLp.ova prcau n 0 TPOTUAPKTLOS opewr; Kat
Tpaxeca xat Jruypd, KaSovcnwv ICG.'TOUCLCL TOV
opewwv Kai AuapSwv xcu Tarvav ral I\vp'nwv
kal alwv 'ro:,ov'rwv, ot y,e'ravaa'rac elal  Kal
AnaTpLKoL. xa,i vap o Zavypos xal o 1\1(1)(177)9
fca'rea'zmpp.eva exovm, Ta é0vn Tabra, xac ot €v T
Hepcn& Kvp'rcoc kai 1\’Ia Sot (kat ﬂ/ap 0UT®
Kefyowaa o:, "Apapdot) kat oc €v T Apy,ema yexpc
VUV OU@VUU®S TTPOTAYOPEVOUEVOL Ti)S QUTHS €LT LY
Loéas.

1 For «xamvpwleigwv, C. Miiller conj. «arappvrwbeiow

(¢“ soiled ),
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GEOGRAPHY, 11. 13. 2—3

painful, but this effect is relieved by olive-oil; and
the water restores weathered garments, if perchance
through ignorance one should dip them in it to
wash them. They have powerful neighbours in the
Armenians and the Parthians, by whom they are
often plundered. But still they hold out against
them and get back what has been taken away from
them, as, for example, they got back Symbacé from
the Armenians when the latter became subject to
the Romans; and they themselves have attained to
friendship with Caesar. But they are also paying
court to the Parthians at the same time.

3. Their royal summer palace is situated in a
plain at Gazaca, and their winter palace in a fortress
called Vera, which was besieged by Antony on his
expedition against the Parthians. This fortress is
distant from the Araxes, which forms the boundary
between Armenia and Atropatend, two thousand four
hundred stadia, according to Dellius, the triend of
Antony, who wrote an account of Antony’s expedition
against the Parthians, on which he accompanied
Antony and was himself a commander. Al regions
of this country are fertile except the part towards
the north, whiclh is mountainous and rugged and
cold, the abode of the mountaineers called Cadusii,
Amardi, Tapyri, Cyrtii and other such peoples, who
are migrants and predatory ; for the Zagrus and
Niphates mountains keep these tribes scattered;
and the Cyrtii in Persis, and the Mardi (for the
Amardi are also thus called), and those in Armenia
who to this day are called by the same name, are of
the same character.

2 T'alaka, Groskurd, for Tala xaf; so the later editors.
8 yewuepwdy 8¢, Groskurd inserts ; so Meineke,
& AéaAios, Casanboun, for 'Adéaguos ; so the later editors,
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GEOGRAPHY, 11. 4. 1-2

1Y

1. Tue Albanians are more inclined to the
shepherd’s life than the Iberians and closer akin to
the nomadie people, exeept that they are not fero-
cious; and for this reason they are only moderately
warlike. They live Dbetween the Iberians and the
Caspian Sea, their country bordering on the sea
towards the east and on the country ot the Iberians
towards the west. Of the remaining sides the
northern is protected by the Caucasian Mountains
(for these mountains lie above the plains, though
their parts next to the sea are generally called
Ceraunian), whereas the southern side is formed by
Armenia, which stretches alongside it; and much
of Armenia consists of plains, though much of it is
mountainous, like Cambysené, where the Armenians
border on both the Iberians and the Albanians.

2. The Cyrus, which flows through Albania, and
the other rivers by which it is supplied, contribute
to the excellent qualities of the land ; and yet theyv
thrust baeck the sea, for the silt, being carried
forward in great quantities, fills the eliannel, and con-
sequently even the adjacent isles are joined to the
mainland and form shoals that are uneven and difh-
eult to avoid ; and their unevenness is made worse
by the bacl-wash of the flood-tides. Moreover, they
say that the outlet of the river is divided into twelve
mouths, of which some are choked with silt, while
the others are altogether shallow and leave not
even a mooring-place. At any rate, they add,
although the shore is washed on all sides by the sea

3 5¢, Kramer, for undév: so the later editors,
HNIE, ) mn »
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KAUGTOU THS 3toves ovons 15 BalaTty xat Tois
TOTANOLS, arav eirat ,uépoq avTns d'r'poo"n'é?\aa-
ToV, TN 8€ XUV Kal HEX pt TEVTAKOT (WY 'n'apr;fcew
aTaBva, 9ww577 T0LOUTAY TOV acﬂ/zahov. r?\v)o'cov
8¢ xai o —\pa‘g'nc; epBa?\?\ez TPAYUS €K TiS
Appemag efcm'rr'rcov v 0¢ €xeivos mpowbe Xobv,
mopevTor ToLwy To peifpov, Tavtny o Kipos ava-
7r7u)pof.
T’a',\ca UEV OUY TG TOLOUTW '*/é'vet TOV czv@pw-
WY oUOév Oel Ha\a'rrr}s‘ 008 'yap TN YN Xpwv-raz,
kat a.f!,av TdvTa pev! excgbepovmy ;cap'rrov, fccu
TOV 7)pepw'ra.ov, Tav Oe€ ()’)U'rov Kat yap Ta
ae:ﬂa)u; gbepec' 'rUfyxavec o erep.e?tetas‘ 0V0E
,umpas‘, aAla Tayaba acmapta  Kal am;po*ra
aravra gbvov'rac, kaBamep ot oTpaTevocavtés
paot, Kvelwmewor Tiva 3mﬁ/ozfy.evoa Biov: mohNa-
Xov yoiv oTapeioay a'raf OLs efcqbepew fcap'r'ov 7
Kol TpLs, ToV 0 TpwTOY KAl VTN OVT YOV,
avéacTov Kat TaiTa, 0U0¢ aLdrpw 'r)u:;ﬁewav, aAN
avTofulw apotpw. motilerar 8¢ wav To wediov
TOU Ba,Bv?\covfou Kai Tov Affyv'r'rc'ov p&?\?\ov TOLS
TOTALUOLS fcae TOLS AANOLS v&ww, WoT (el TowdN
dvNaTTetw THy oVrw: Ota 0€ TOoUTO Kal €UBoTov
€0TL TPOTETTL O€ KAL TO EVAEPOY €KEVW MAANOD.
aockador 0¢ Gumelor uévovoar Sta TENOVS, TEUVS-
uevar 6€2 Sta mevTaeTnpilos, véar uév Otetels

b yap, after uév, 1s omitted by ox> and the later editors,
2 8¢, Dawnan. pr. inserts after reuvduevar ; so Meineke.

v {.e. the excessive amount of silt deposited by the Cyrus
compensates for the failure of the Araxes in this respect,
On these rivers see Tozer, Selections, pp. 262-263.
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celfyda ™®F 17
Adjoining the other front of Greater Armenia, which runs down towards the Caspian
Sea, we find Atropatene, which is separated from Otene, a region of Armenia, by the

river Araxes; Gazae is its chief city, distant from Artaxata four hundred and fifty miles,
and the same from Ecbatana in Media, to which country Atropatene belongs.
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Date Of Death: 79 AD
Name of Historian: Pliny the Elder
Book: The Natural History Of Pliny

located below the river of
Araxes, pages 27 until 28.

located above the
river of Araxes and in the east of Armenia and Iberia, pages 27
until 28.
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Chap. 16.] ACCOUNT OF COUNTRIES, ETIC. 27

as it was really intended for those which lead through
[beria into the territory of the Sarmatee ; there being hardly
any possibility of approach to the Caspian Sea, by reason of the
close juxtaposition of the mountains there. There are, how-
aver, other Caspian Gates, which join up to the Caspian tribes;
but these can only be distinguished from a perusal of the narra-
tive of those who took part in the expedition of Alexander the
Great.

CHAP. 16.—ADIABENE.

The kingdom of the Persians, by which we now understand
that of Parthia, is elevated upon the Caucasian chain between
two seas, the Persian and the Hyrcanian. To the Greater
‘Armenia, which in the front slopes towards Commagene, is
joined Sophene, which lies upon the descent® on both sides
thereof, and next to it is Adiabene, the most advanced frontier
of Assyria; a part of which is Arbelitis,* where Alexander con-
quered Darius, and which joins up to Syria. The whole of this
sountry was called Mygdonia by the Macedonians, on account of
the resemblance it bore to Mygdonia¥ in Europe. Its citiesare
‘Alexandria,®® and Antiochia, also called Nisibis;® this last

lace is distant from Artaxata seven hundred and fifty miles.
There was also in former times Ninus,* a most renowned city,
on the banks of the Tigris, with an aspect towards the west.
‘Adjoining the other front of Greater Armenia, which runs
down towards the Caspian Sea, we find Atropatene,* which

#5 See ¢, 10.

3% He alludes to the town of Arbela, where, as it is generally said, the
army of Darius was defeated by Alexander the Great; by which engage-
'ment the conflict was terminated. It was the fact, however, that Darius
left his bavi;ﬁage and ftreasures at Arbela, while the battle really took place
‘near the village of Gaugamela, about twenty miles to the north-west of
‘Arbela. This place still retains its name of Arbil.

37 A district in the east of Macedonia, bordering on the Thermai: gulf
‘and the Chalcidic peninsula.

38 Nothing is known of this place. Hardouin suggests that it may have
been built on the spot where Alexander defeated Darius.

% Also known as Antiochia Mygdonie, the capital of Mygdonia. Its
ruins are still to be seen near a place called Nisibin. It stood on the river
‘Mygdonius, now the Nahral Huali.

0 Or Nineveh, the capital of the great Assyrian monarchy, destroyed
by the Medes and Babylonians about B.c. 606.

41 There is great difficulty in ascertaining, from the accounts given by
the ancient writers, the exact limits of this district, but it is supposed to







